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See History and
Architecture
Breed Street Shul 
(Congregation Talmud Torah)
247 N. Breed Street 
INFO (323) 761-8950 or 
www.breedstreetshul.org
(Est. 1905) A relic of Boyle Heights’ 
heyday as a center for Los Angeles Jewish
life, this last remaining synagogue was the
largest in the area and claimed to be the
largest west of Chicago. Its 
interior was modeled after traditional Eastern
European orthodox synagogues, with stained
glass, zodiac paintings and partitioned seat-
ing for women. A Los Angeles City historical
landmark, it is 
now in disuse and awaiting restoration.

The Bridges of 
the Los Angeles River
The Los Angeles River has played a 
key role in the history of Southern California
and Los Angeles for thousands of years. The
Pueblo de Los Angeles was founded in 1781
by the river. As the city expanded east of the
river at the turn of the twentieth century,
bridges emerged to help Angelenos move
across land and water barriers, fueling the
development of neighborhoods such as Boyle
Heights and Lincoln Heights.

These bridges were constructed as part of
a vast bridge-building initiative between 1909
and 1938 reflecting the nationwide City
Beautiful Movement of the time. While these
early bridges were designed primarily in the
Beaux-Arts style, later bridges reflected the
fashionable architectural styles of their peri-
od, including Spanish Baroque, Gothic
Revival, Art Deco and Streamline Moderne.

The Los Angeles River stretches between
the San Fernando Valley and Long Beach.

Ravine of Elysian Park, Dodger Stadium has
hosted eight World Series games, a mass cel-
ebrated by Pope John Paul II, “Encore of the
Three Tenors” concert (Jose Carreras,
Placido Domingo and Luciano Pavarotti) and
the 1984 
Olympic baseball events.

El Pueblo de Los Angeles 
Historical Monument 
(Olvera Street) 
845 N. Alameda Street at 
E. Cesar Chavez Avenue 
INFO www.cityofla.org/elp/
(Est. 1877) The street is named for Agustin
Olvera, the first county judge of Los Angeles.
Several historic buildings still remain,
including the Avila Adobe, built around
1818 by former mayor Francisco Avila; the
Pelanconi House, the oldest brick house in
the city dating 
from 1855; and the Sepulveda House, built
in 1887 as an Eastlake Victorian business
and residential building. The street is home
to many merchants 
and restaurants.

Holgate Square 
North Broadway east of 
Lincoln Park Avenue 
(Est. 1893) This location boasts some 
of the best views in Los Angeles from its

perch on bluffs above the Los Angeles River.
The earliest houses in this enclave date to
the late 1800s. A raised central square and
stone entry pillars demark the square.

Lincoln Heights Library
2530 Workman Street 
INFO (323) 226-1692 or
www.lapl.org/branches/
Hours: Mon & Wed 10 am-8 pm, Tue & Thu
12 pm-8 pm, Fri & Sat 10 am-6 pm
(Est. 1916) Designed by Hibbard and
Cody and funded in part by Andrew
Carnegie, this Italian Renaissance-style
building was completed in 1916. It is unique
among California Carnegies in that its design
is in the shape of a segment of a circle, said
to be modeled 
on Italy’s Villa Papa Giulio.

Los Angeles County+
USC Medical Center
1200 N. State Street 
INFO (323) 226-2622 or
www.usc.edu/patient_care/
hospitals/lac_usc
(Est. 1933) One of the most prominent
landmarks looking northeast from downtown
Los Angeles is the famous Art Deco home of
the Los Angeles County+USC Medical
Center. Built in 1933, the hospital’s entrance
is decorated with lavish frescoes depicting
Aesculapius, Aristotle and Hippocrates
painted by muralist Hugo Ballin. The build-
ing served as the exterior of the hospital in
the opening titles of the soap opera “General
Hospital” and for the 1998 Meg Ryan,
Nicholas Cage movie, “City of Angels”.
County Hospital has been a partner of the
University of Southern California since 1885.
It is among the largest public 
hospitals in the United States and one 
of the largest teaching hospitals with scores
of USC faculty, students, and 
residents serving more than 800,000 patients

annually. In 2008, the hospital moved into a
new state-of-the-art facility adjacent to the
current hospital site.

San Antonio Winery 
737 Lamar Street 
INFO (323) 223-1401 or 
www.sanantoniowinery.com
HOURS Mon-Sun 10 am-7 pm
(Est. 1917) At one time, the Los Angeles
basin was home to more than 100 working
wineries. The San Antonio Winery, still in its
original location, is the only one remaining.
The winery offers daily tours and houses the
Maddelena Restaurant.

Villa Rafael 
(Los Angeles Historic Registry) 
2123 Parkside Avenue 
(Est. 1904) The original portion of this
villa was built in 1904. Giovanni and
Tranquilla Vai acquired the property in 1923
and then modified the structure in 1929 by
hiring architect J. A. Wilson. The villa’s
architecture is described as Spanish Colonial
Revival exterior with an Italian Renaissance-
influenced interior.

Walt Disney Concert Hall
111 S. Grand Avenue 
INFO (323) 850-2000 or wdch.laphil.org
HOURS Box office: Tue-Sun 12 pm-6 pm,
Tours: 10 am-2 pm
(Est. 2003) Designed by architect Frank
Gehry, the Walt Disney Concert Hall is a
magnificent modern structure that serves as
the home of the Los Angeles Philharmonic
Orchestra.

Appreciate Arts 
and Culture
Bilingual Foundation of the Arts

421 N. Avenue 19
INFO (323) 225-4044 or www.bfatheatre.org
(Est. 1973) The Bilingual Foundation 
of the Arts celebrates the diversity of
Hispanic drama through theatrical produc-
tions presented in both English and Spanish.
Founded in 1973, it presents three main
stage productions each season, alternating by
week between English and Spanish versions.
Other programs include a series of staged
readings, touring theater-in-education pro-
grams and translations of plays by Hispanic
writers into English or Spanish. Since 1980, 
the foundation has been located in the for-
mer Lincoln Heights jail.

The Brewery Arts Complex
2100 N. Main Street
INFO (213) 694-2911, (323) 342-0717 
or www.la.com/recreation/
(Est. 1982) The 23-acre Brewery is an out-
standing example of adaptive reuse. In 1982,
the abandoned Pabst Blue Ribbon Brewery
was reborn as an artist community. Today 22
buildings, including a structure from 1888 as
well as one of the city’s first power stations,
comprise the complex. The Arts Complex is
home to more than 500 artists who live
and/or work onsite. Twice a year, the volun-
teer Brewery Art Association sponsors the
“Brewery Artwalk,” which attracts up to
8,000 visitors. The association also runs a
gallery in the complex. Barbara’s at the
Brewery, a restaurant open weekdays for
lunch and dinner, hosts showings of 
residents’ and guests’ artwork.

Center Theatre Group at 
the Ahmanson Theatre and 
Mark Taper Forum
The Music Center of Los Angeles County
135 N. Grand Avenue
INFO (213) 628-2772 or
www.CenterTheatreGroup.org
Center Theatre Group is one of the nation’s

leading arts and cultural organizations and
Los Angeles’ preeminent non-profit theatre
company. It produces award-winning theatre
year-round in the Ahmanson Theatre and the
Mark Taper Forum at the Los Angeles Music
Center, and in the Kirk Douglas Theatre in 
Culver City.

Chinese American Museum
425 N. Los Angeles Street
INFO (213) 485-8567 or www.camla.org
HOURS Tuesday through Sunday 10 am-
3 pm; closed Mondays and holidays
The Chinese American Museum is the first
such museum in Southern California dedicat-
ed to the Chinese American 
experience and history in this region.
The 7,200-square-foot museum site stands
inside El Pueblo Monument, a 
44-acre public park located at the city’s
"birthplace" in downtown Los Angeles.

East West Players
David Henry Hwang Theater 
120 N. Judge John Aiso Street
INFO (213) 625-7000 or 
www.eastwestplayers.org
(Est. 1965) East West Players has become
the nation’s premier Asian American theatre
organization producing outstanding works
and educational 
programs that give voice to the Asian Pacific
American experience.

Japanese American Cultural 
and Community Center
244 S. San Pedro Street 
INFO (213) 628-2725 or www.jaccc.org
The center incorporates the Aratani Japan
American Theatre, the James Irvine Garden
and the Doizaki Gallery. Located in Little
Tokyo, the historic heart of the Japanese
American community, the center was con-
ceived by first- and second-generation
Japanese Americans to create a permanent
community center where arts and culture
come alive and can flourish for future gener-
ations.

Japanese American 
National Museum
369 E. First Street 
INFO (213) 625-0414 or www.janm.org
HOURS Tue, Wed, Fri & Sun 10 am- 
5 pm, Thu 10 am-8 pm, closed holidays
The Japanese American National Museum is
the largest museum in the United States ded-
icated to sharing the experience of
Americans of Japanese ancestry.

LA Artcore/Union Center 
for the Arts and Brewery Annex
Union Center: 
120 Judge John Aiso Street, 
Brewery Annex: 650 S. Avenue 21
INFO (213) 617-3274 or www.laartcore.org
HOURS Wed-Sun 12 pm-5 pm 
Since its inception, LA Artcore, its 
artists and contributing members have
worked to provide exhibition spaces and a
continuing dialogue between artists of
diverse cultural backgrounds, as well as with
the art-viewing public. At present, Artcore
maintains two exhibition spaces, the Union
Center for the Arts and the Brewery Annex,
where new and original artworks are dis-
played each month.

Los Angeles Opera

Dorothy Chandler Pavilion
135 N. Grand Avenue
INFO (213) 972-8001 or 
www.losangelesopera.com
Under the leadership of General Director
Placido Domingo, the Los Angeles Opera,
only 20 years old, has become the Unites
States’ fourth largest opera company. The
L.A. Opera has established its position as one
of the city’s cultural epicenters with world-
renowned performances of classic operas,
such as “Fidelio,” “La Boheme” and Verdi’s
“Requiem.”

Los Angeles Philharmonic
Walt Disney Concert Hall
111 S. Grand Avenue
INFO (323) 850-2000 or www.laphil.com
Each year since its founding in 1919, 
the Los Angeles Philharmonic has been hailed
as one of Southern California’s leading per-
forming arts institution. The Philharmonic is
recognized as one of the world’s outstanding
orchestras and now makes its home in archi-
tect Frank Gehry’s masterful Walt Disney
Concert Hall. 

The Harriet & Charles Luckman
Fine Arts Complex 
5151 State University Drive 
INFO (323) 343-6610 or 
www.luckmanarts.org
(Est. 1994) The visual and performing arts
have a striking home in the Luckman Fine
Arts Complex on the campus of California
State University, Los Angeles. Dedicated to
presenting and exhibiting performing and
visual arts that reflect the diverse and evolv-
ing cultures of Los

Angeles and the world, the facility hosts bal-
let, modern and folklorico dance; jazz, blues
and classical music; theatrical performances,
and art exhibitions.

Mariachi Plaza
Corner of E. First Street and 
Boyle Avenue 
The plaza is a congregation point for many of
the area’s mariachi musicians and the origi-
nal home to the annual Mariachi Festival of
Los Angeles. 

Mexican Cultural Institute
125 Paseo de la Plaza
INFO (213) 624-3660 or 
www.mexicanculturalinstitute.com
The institute is a nonprofit organization dedi-
cated to promoting Mexican art 
and culture in all its forms through 
comprehensive programs presented 
free of charge to the public.

Museum of Contemporary Art
(MOCA)
250 S. Grand Avenue
INFO (213) 626-6222 or www.moca.org
HOURS Mon 11 am-5 pm, Thu 11 am-
8 pm, Fri 11 am-5 pm, Sat & Sun 11 am -6
pm; closed Tues & Wed; closed on 
holidays and intermittently for exhibition
installation. Call for updates.
Founded in 1979, MOCA is committed to the
collection, presentation and interpretation of
work produced since 1940 in all media, and
to preserving that work for future genera-
tions. In a remarkably short time, MOCA has
developed one of the nation’s most renowned
permanent collections. Now numbering over

5,000 works 

and steadily growing, this invalu-
able cultural resource pro-

vides extensive opportuni-

ties for education and enjoyment to thou-
sands of national and international visitors.
Today the museum is housed in three unique
facilities: MOCA Grand Avenue, The Geffen
Contemporary at MOCA and MOCA Pacific
Design Center.

The Music Center (Performing Arts
Center of Los Angeles County) 
135 N. Grand Avenue
INFO (213) 972-7211 or 
www.musiccenter.org
The Music Center consists of four 
venues that house the productions of 
the center’s resident companies, including
the Ahmanson Theatre, the Dorothy
Chandler Pavilion, the Mark Taper Forum
and the Walt Disney Concert Hall. A creative
center of Los Angeles, these resident compa-
nies, along with the Music Center, present
diverse programming, such as music, dance,
theatre and opera as well as a wide variety of
education, participatory arts and family pro-
grams.

Plaza de la Raza
3540 N. Mission Road 
INFO (323) 223-2475 or 
www.plazadelaraza.org
(Est. 1975) Plaza de la Raza, located 
in Lincoln Park, began in 1975 as an after-
school arts program. Currently it serves 500
to 600 students each week with a curriculum
in dance, music, theater and the visual arts.
Catering to students from age 5 through
adulthood, from entry level to conservatory
level, the courses are conducted by commu-
nity-based artists and performers.

The Wall/Las Memorias Monument 
3600 N. Mission Road 
INFO www.thewalllasmemorias.org
The monument was the first publicly funded
AIDS monument in the nation and was
designed as a Quetzalcoatl serpent, an Aztec
symbol for rebirth. The monument consists of
eight wall panels comprised of six murals
depicting life with AIDS in the Latino com-
munity and two granite panels that contain
the names of individuals who have died from
AIDS.

Enjoy Parks 
and Recreation
Ascot Hills Park
4371 Multnomah Street
The community celebrated the groundbreak-
ing for the new 140-acre park in Ascot Hills
in East Los Angeles on November 1, 2005.
The park provides recreation and green
space.

Henry Thomas Hazard Park 
2230 Norfolk Street at Soto Street 
INFO (213) 485-6839 or
www.laparks.org/dos/parks/
facility/hazardPk.htm
HOURS Mon-Sat 9 am-10 pm, 
Sun 9:30 am-5 pm 
A 25-acre park located across the 
street from the USC Health Sciences
Campus, Hazard Park was named for 
the man who served as L.A. mayor from
1889 to 1892. It is located on the site 
of a former reservoir for local farming 
irrigation ditches and still has a small stream
running through it. Planted with old growth
pines and oaks, it is a popular spot for pic-
nics and sports and offers after-school and
weekend programs 
for neighborhood youth.

Hollenbeck Park 
415 S. St. Louis Street at 4th Street 
INFO (323) 261-0113 or
www.laparks.org/dos/parks/
facility/hollenbeckPk.htm
INFO Mon & Wed 9 am-9:30 pm, Tue 
& Thu 9 am-8 pm, Fri 9:30 am-10 pm, Sat
9:30 am-6 pm, Sun 10 am-5 pm
(Est. 1892) This lush oasis in the middle
of the city was named for John E.
Hollenbeck, founder of First National Bank,
whose widow, along with former L.A. Mayor
William Workman, donated 21 acres of land
in 1892. With green, rolling hills, towering
palms and a man-made lake, it is considered
one of the most beautiful spots on the east
side. 
In the 1950s, the Golden State Freeway 
was built against its western boundary.

Lincoln Park
3501 Valley Boulevard 
INFO (213) 847-1726 or
www.laparks.org/dos/parks/
facility/lincolnPk.htm
(Est. 1870s) Originally called Eastlake
Park, the 46-acre Lincoln Park is one of the
oldest parks in the city and has been a popu-
lar destination for Angelenos since it was
created in the 1870s. Known for its distinc-
tive lake and pavilion, as well 
as the Plaza de la Raza arts complex, 
the park has more than 300 varieties of
trees. When the old Los Angeles Times

building was bombed in 1913, debris 
from the remains found new life as a 
brick wall around the park.

Los Angeles River 
Center and Gardens
570 West Avenue 26
INFO (323) 221-8900 or 
www.lamountains.com/planning_river.html
The Los Angeles River Center and Gardens is
located at the former site of the Lawry’s
California Center, near the confluence of the
Los Angeles River and the Arroyo Seco, close
to Elysian Park and downtown Los Angeles. Its
beautiful mission-style grounds and conference
facilities serve as a focal point for the renewal
of the Los Angeles River, and a prime location
for community gatherings, educational confer-
ences and special events.

Parque de Mexico
In Lincoln Park at Mission 
and N. Main Street
INFO (213) 847-1726
HOURS Mon-Sun, Dawn to Dusk
Adjacent to Lincoln Park, Parque de Mexico
was established to recognize and reinforce the
historic and cultural ties between residents of
Lincoln Heights and Mexico. Throughout the
year, Parque de Mexico hosts numerous art and
dance 
performances that honor Mexican and Aztec
traditions.

Explore Education
California State University, 
Los Angeles 
5151 State University Drive
INFO (323) 343-3000 or www.calstatela.edu
(Est. 1947) Cal State Los Angeles is a 
comprehensive public university offering high-
quality programs in more than 50 academic
and professional fields. 

The park-like campus encompasses nearly
200 acres and sits on a plateau that once
housed one of California’s 
36 original adobes.

Francisco Bravo 
Medical Magnet High School 
1200 N. Cornwell Street 
INFO 323-227-4400 or
http://bravoweb.lausd.k12.ca.us/
(Est. 1990) Partnered with USC through
the university’s Neighborhood Outreach
Program, it was named a California
Distinguished School in 1999 and previously
placed #80 on Newsweek’s list of the top
U.S. high schools. Francisco Bravo was
designed to educate high school students
interested in pursuing careers in the health-
care or medical professions. Located next to
USC’s Health Sciences campus, the school’s
partnership with the university offers stu-
dents a variety of hands-on learning opportu-
nities in USC labs, hospitals and patient-
care facilities, under the guidance of health
professionals at the Keck School of Medicine
of USC and the USC School 
of Pharmacy. Bravo students are also paired
with a USC student for mentoring and tutor-
ing.

University of Southern California
Health Sciences Campus
Alcazar Avenue and San Pablo Street 
INFO www.usc.edu/hsc
(Est. 1950s) The University of Southern
California’s 61-acre Health Sciences Campus
is a major center for biomedical research,
education and patient care. The Keck School
of Medicine of USC, founded in 1885, is the
main occupant of the campus, and is the first
and oldest medical school in the region. The
Keck School has more than 1,200 full-time
faculty members and voluntary faculty of
more than 3,800 physicians. These faculty
members direct the studies of over 1,000

medical and graduate students, and provide
training for 1,300 residents, fellows and
interns annually. USC physicians serve more
than one million patients each year at affili-
ated hospitals and institutes, including Los
Angeles County+USC Medical Center, the
USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center
and Hospital, USC University Hospital, and
the Doheny Eye Institute–all located on or
near the Health Science Campus. Several
hundred USC physicians see patients
through The Doctors of USC 
faculty clinical practice located in the
Healthcare Consultation Centers and 
the Doheny Eye Institute. 

State-of-the-art research space 
makes the USC Health Sciences campus a
dynamic, interactive environment 
for basic, as well as clinical research.
Research programs in cancer, stem cell
research, genetics, neurosciences, preventive
medicine, bioengineering and transplantation
biology have attracted national attention. 

The campus is also home to the region’s
first and oldest pharmacy school, as well as
to acclaimed programs in occupational thera-
py and physical therapy. The USC School of
Pharmacy is recognized as a model for pro-
gressive pharmacy programs nationwide. In
addition, the USC School of Dentistry, one of
only eight private dental schools in the
nation, has specialty clinics on the campus.

On the cover: (top) Harlyne J. Norris Cancer
Research Tower, Health Sciences Campus,
University of Southern California; (bottom)
Mural on The Wall Las Memorias, Lincoln Park

Bridges connecting downtown Los Angeles to
the east include Riverside-Figueroa Street
Bridge, North Broadway-Buena Vista Bridge,
North Spring Street Viaduct, North Main
Street Bridge, Cesar Chavez/Macy Street
Bridge, First Street Viaduct, Fourth 
Street Viaduct, Sixth Street Viaduct, Seventh
Street Viaduct, Olympic Boulevard Viaduct
and Washington Boulevard Bridge.

Cathedral of Our Lady 
of the Angels
555 W. Temple Street 
INFO (213) 680-5200 or 
www.olacathedral.org
(Est. 2002) Considered one of downtown’s
latest crown jewels, this cathedral is reminis-
cent of the California missions featuring
plazas, staircases and colonnades. The
cathedral was designed by Spanish architect
Jose Rafael Moneo 
and features world-renowned architecture
and art, including bronze sculpture by
Robert Graham and John Nava’s 
stunning tapestries.

Church of the Epiphany
2808 Altura Street 
INFO (323) 227-9931 or 
www.iglesiaepifania.org
(Est. 1888) The oldest Episcopal 
church in Los Angeles, the Church of 
the Epiphany boasts a chapel designed in
1888 by Ernest Coxhead. The gabled struc-
ture has stonewalls and stained glass that is
said to have been fired in the same kiln as
the Liberty Bell and brought around Cape
Horn. Arthur B. Benton designed the rest of
the church complex in 1913. 

Dodger Stadium
1000 Elysian Park Avenue 
INFO (323) 224-1500 or
www.dodgers.mlb.com
(Est. 1962) Located in the Chavez 

Exploring the arts, culture, and history of Downtown Los Angeles and the Eastside is a journey through the richness and diversity that defines Southern California. See the theaters, museums, parks, monuments, architecture, history, and educational institutions that help make Los Angeles one of the world’s
great cultural destinations.
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